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Feel like trying your hand at making an activity?  
 
A great way to get started with making activities is to convert a worksheet you 
already use into an activity on Desmos.  I’ve included two mini-worksheets to get 
you started if you don’t have any with you. 
 
 On each, try to: 

 consider the best way to make this into an equation 
 incorporate hidden folders 
 use a slider, if appropriate 
 give students a way to check answer 
 include non-graphing slides that ask students a reflection question 
 try using the feature of “copy last graph” if you want to make what the 

student did on the last page available on the next page. 
 
 Mini-Worksheet # 1: 
 
 Write the equation of a line that: 

1. passes through the points (7,-2) and (3,5) 
2. passes through the point (-1,3) and is parallel to 2x+3y= -12 
3. has an x-intercept of 4 and a y-intercept of -6 
4. passes through the point (1,4) and is perpendicular to the y-axis. 
5. has an undefined slope and passes through the point (-1/2, 6) 

 
 Mini-Worksheet # 2 
 
 Write the equation of the polynomial shown in the graph 

1.     2.   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OR 
 
Another great way to get started on building an activity: 
 
Browse at teacher.desmos.com, then click “duplicate activity” to revise it to be 
something more useful to you. 
 
You can also go to vondesmos.wordpress.com and check out some of my favorite 
activities for students at every level.  
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Feel like working on your skills? 
 
Try some of these: 
 

Make a table of values, labeled x1 and y1. 
Change the style of point to movable. 
Graph a point transformation Ex: type )3,2( 11  yx to shift right 2 down 3. 
Move a point, and watch what happens to the image point. 
 
Make a function with a movable tangent line, using the point  )(, afa  and the 
derivative at a, )(af  .  Press play on the slider for a. 
 
Create two movable points, ),( ba  and ),( dc .  Add sliders for ach of these.  
Write the inequalit to make a filled-in circle centered at ),( ba  with ),( ba  at its 
outside.  Drag the two points around to see the circle change its location and its 
radius. 
 
Add an image and make its center follow the path of a function of your choice, 
perhaps a sine curve.  Press play on the slider you used. 

 
Want to see how I did these? Go to student.desmos.com and enter code: X5SC 
 
For more challenges, go to learn.desmos.com, pick a topic and try the challenges for 
those topics! 
 
 

Feel like doing something fun? 
 
Everything on Desmos is fun, but here are some ideas to play around with the 
features: 
 

 Go to teacher.desmos.com and try some of the activities as a student.  I 
particularly encourage you to try marble slides. 

 Use Desmos to make a picture!  Either start with your own idea, or add an image 
and see if you can create curves, line segments, etc. to match the picture you 
added. Bonus points for adding a moving feature! 

 
Want to see some fun picture graphs I’ve made recently?  Go to student.desmos.com 
and enter code: RDRX 
 
 


